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Plumbing and Heating Contractors Association
to sponsor Feb. 12 mechanical code forum

The Plumbing and Heating Contractors A ssocia-
tion is sponsoring a free forum on mechanical-
codeissues, 4-7 p.m., Wednesday, February 12,
at the Multnomah County Board Room, 501 SE
Hawthorne, Portland.

AIA members can earn three hours HSW credit
for attending, and qualified participants can earn
three hoursof code-rel ated continuing-education
credit from BCD.

The purpose of the forum is to discuss regional
codeapplicationsand reach consensuson accept-
able standards for the tri-county region. All area
mechanical contractors, remodelers, architects,
and building-department personnel are invited.

Agenda:

*  Presentation on residentia oil tank installa-
tion guidelines for tri-county.

*  Question-and-answer session. [J

Free training offered for contractors, officials

Theservicecenter offersfreetraining to contrac-
tors and building-department personnel. Each
class provides two hours of code-related credit
that may be approved by the building official.
Pre-registration is required.

For more information and an application, call
Bob Brown (503) 872-6731.

« Tankless Gas Water Heaters, Troutdae
City Hall, 104 SE Kibling Street, 7-9 am.,
March 11. Cost: Free. []

Nov. 14 code forum guestions and answers

Tri-County building officials have agreed to use
the code panel’s determinations for inspection
standards. If youwork inajurisdiction outside of
the tri-county region, please contact the local
building officia for inspection standards.

Contractors and building-department personnel
may send questions for the code panel to
Joanie.M.Stevens-Schwenger@state.or.us or fax
them to the center, (503) 872-6735. An answer-
request form is available on the BCD Web site,
www.oregonbced.org. Click on“Tri-County” and
then “Code Forum Program.”

Can a sealed condensate pump be
installed on a garage floor in all tri-county
jurisdictions? | know you can use them in
Washington and Clackamas counties.

A This question is frequently asked at code
forums. The following is an excerpt from the
January-March 2002 News Connect:

“Condensate pumps, used as an appurtenance to
an appliance that generates a glow, spark, or
flame, that is capabl e of igniting gasoline vapors
andislocated in agarage, shall beinstalled with
burners, burner-ignition devices, or heating

elements and switches at least 18 inches above
floor level. Condensate pumps installed on the
floor of the garage must be listed and labeled for
installation in a Class |, Division 2 location, as
specified in the NEC, Article 500. Listed
equipment will be marked to show the class,
group (division), and operating temperature or
temperature rangeinwhich the equipment canbe
used. The identification numbers are marked on
the equipment nameplate. A pump installedin a
well isan alternate method that must be approved
by the local administrative authority.”

Canjoist baysbeused assupplyor return
ductsor plenumsin residential construction?

A Y es. Seecurrent dwelling code (mechanical)
Section 1901.1.1, item 6, effective 4/1/03, which
states. “All heated, cooled, supply or return
distributionair enclosuresshall beducted. Building
framing cavities, closets, crawl spaces, and chases
shall not be used as heated or cooled supply and
return air enclosures. Ductwork may be housed or
pass through these spaces. Exception: Building
cavities used as return air ducts in existing
buildings.”

Continued ...
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QTCan silicone sealant be used to seal the
o

jointsin a duct system?

A Yes, if listed for that use.

Q When replacing a gas appliance, must we
worty about bonding the existing gas lines?

A Thisan electrical-code question often asked
by mechanical installers. Thefollowingissueswere
previously addressed by the electrical code panel
and publishedintheOctober-December 2002 News
Flash:

Q When extending gas pipeto non-electrical
gas equipment (barbecue, insert), are you
required tobond theexisting gaspipeconnected
to an existing gas or electrical appliance?

A No, unlessthe alteration createsthe potential
to be energized.

Q Areyou required tobond existing gaspipe
when installing a like-for-like change-out?

A Yes.

Qh‘A contractor is replacing an oil furnace
with a gasfurnacethat has new gas piping, and
thedisconnect remainsin place: Isan HVAC/R-
licensed installer per mitted tobond thegaspipe,
even though it isa new gas-pipeinstallation?

A Yes. Thisis part of theinstallation.

Why are gas appliances like fur naces and
water heatersrequired to be elevated 18 inches
above the ground or garage floor, when other
appliances such as washing machines, dryers,
and freezers are allowed to sit on the garage
floor?

A Thecodedoesn't regul ateportableappliances.

Q Under which codeareHVAC zonecontrols
regulated? Towhat standard arethey required
to belisted? Same question for ther mostats.

A Thisis an electrical-code issue and will be
taken to the electrical-code forum.

Q Could you please clarify the requirement
for midpoint support on avertical PVC vent for
a 90-per cent furnace?

A Section 1309 and Table 1309.4 in the One-
and Two-Family Dwelling Code require PV C pipe
to be supported with amaximum vertical spacing of
4 feet. The OMSC, Table 305.4, aso requires a
midpoint support on vertical 10-foot-long PVC.
Themechanical codepanel agreesthatinaremodel,
when wall covering is not removed and the PVC
pipeisfished up throughthewall cavity, amidpoint
support is not necessary.

QAre treated wood blocks supporting a
natur al-gas-pipingsystemonaflat roof required
to beanchored to the structure?

A This question was referred to a statewide
codepolicy committeeto devel oparecommendation
for the panel.

Q What aretheproper installation standards
for above-ground oil tanks?

A Forstandardsand adiagramof theinstallation,
seethe BCD Web site. Go to www.oregonbcd.org,
click on*Tri-County,” then on* Code Forum Qand
A" then on “Mechanical,” and check theindex for
“Residential Oil Tank Installation Guidelines.” [
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