


(for plywood wall sheathing) and 25-N-2 (for particleboard wall sheathing), Footnote 1 states, “In refer-
ence to Section 2517 (g) 3, blocking of horizontal joints is not required.” Therefore, Section 2517 (g)
3 only applies to gypsum board, fiberboard and hardboard bracing panels in the Structural Code. As writ-
ten in the Dwelling Code the language seems to apply to all wall bracing materials used as braced panels.

In discussion with several building officials, it has been suggested that since the requirement for blocking
panels, installed horizontally as in the wall bracing provision, only applies to the panels installed to com-
ply with the provisions of Table R-402.10. This interpretation would reduce the impact of the require-
ment, but not eliminate it. Plywood and particleboard sheathing would be required to be blocked by the
Dwelling Code where they are not required to be blocked in the Structural Code.

FINDINGS

¢ The requirement was taken out of context from the Structural Code and amended into the Dwelling
Code . The resultis a provision which is more restrictive for one- and two-family dwellings than the
blocking requirement that applies to other structures.

e Even though adopted with unforeseen impact the requirement is in effect and must be complied with
within the context of the Dwelling Code until it is revised.

¢ The requirement is deemed to only apply to panels that are specifically installed to make the
building comply with Section R-402.10, not to all panels installed horizontally.

e Thisinterpretation is authorized by ORS 455.060, Rulings on Acceptability of Materials, Designs or
Methods of Construction and Attorney General’s Opinion OP-5208 issued October 1, 1981, which
advised the statute permits authoritative interpretations of existing code requirements.

CONCLUSION

Only the horizontal joints of panel sheathing used as structural sheathing panels in compliance with re-
quirements of Table No. R-402.10 are required to be blocked.
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