


BOARD FINDINGS

This interpretation is authorized by ORS 455.060, Rulings on Acceptability of Materials, Designs or
Methods of Construction and Attorney General’s Opinion OP-5208 issued October 1, 1981, which ad-
vised the statute permits authoritative interpretations of existing code requirements.

DISCUSSION

Question 1. Due to the omission of Footnote 2 from the Oregon Dwelling Code it is not clear that Table
No. 201.2 column “Subject to Damage from Weathering” is limited to concrete weathering. There have
beenreports of fine blowing snow in central and eastern Oregon and near the mouth of the Columbia River
Gorge where sifting snow has entered attic roof vents and spaced sheathing without interlay strips
shingled between shakes.

Question 2. Due to the lack of any documentation of problems of snow blowing underneath the
underlayment required for wood shake roofs, it is more appropriate that snow areas defined as where
conditions exist allowing roof ice buildup.

CONCLUSION

Question 1. The classification “severe” under “weathering” in Table No. R-201.2 is not appropriate for
determining “severe weather conditions” in Tables No. R-803.4 and R-808.2a of the Oregon One and Two
Family Dwelling Specialty Code. This action does not relive the building official of the responsibility
or authority to determine and document local weather which warrants application of the severe climate
requirements in Tables No. R-803.4 and R-808.2a.

Question 2. This interpretive ruling further defines “snow areas” as those areas, as documented by the
building official, where local weather conditions produce roof snow accumulation with periods of
prolonged subfreezing temperatures during which exposure to sunny conditions will cause temporary
snow melt and subsequent refreezing.

(signed November 17, 1993)
John Talbott, Chairman Date
Structural Code Advisory Board

The recommendations and findings of the Structural Code Advisory Board are accepted and the conclu-
sions are adopted.

(signed November 29, 1993)

Gary J. Wicks, Administrator Date
Building Codes Division
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