


FINDINGS:

This interpretation is authorized by ORS 455.060, Rulin%) on Acceptability of Materials, Designs or
Methods of Construction and Attorney General's Opinion OP-5208 issued October 1, 1981, which advised
that the statute permits authoritative interpretations of existing code requirements.

DISCUSSION:

The Dwelling Code is written to serve the home-owner and the conventional home-builder and is
conservative 1n its design methods. It includes only the simplest of engineering principles. However,
Chal;()ter 16 (in Volume 2, Division III, Section 1615 of the 1998 Oregon Structural Specialty Code) adopts by reference a
bookcase of national standards and engineering materials. The building official may require the use of
these standards for more complex designs and 1s empowered to accept the design if these standards are
used. The design methods found in the Oregon Structural Specialty Code (OSSC) may also be accepted
by the building official as approved designs. Footnote 2 of Table 301.2a refers to Section 1615 of OSSC
for wind load design. The building official, under Section 108, can accept alternate desi%n methods when
the Dwelling Code does not adequately address construction designed to safely support all loads.

CONCLUSION:

Review of wind load data indicates there are no areas in Oregon exceeding 30 pounds per square foot.
This results in all areas in Oregon fall within the prescriptive guidelines of Section 602.9. Since not all
areas in Oregon are in the same seismic zone, the use of seismic zones governs the prescriptive path to
use. Therefore, Table 602.9 is appropriate as printed.

For structures not complying with Table 602.9 or falling outside prescriptive fuidelines, performance
design would be required. Performance criteria was addressed in consolidated interpretations for the
"Dwelling Code" issued June 15, 1990, pages 8 and 10.

(signed May 19, 1993)
John Talbott, Chairman Date
Structural Code Advisory Board

The recommendations and findings of the Structural Code Advisory Board are accepted and adopted.

(signed May 24, 1993)
Gary J. Wicks, Administrator Date
Building Codes Division
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