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CHAPTER 23 

Oregon Amendments 
WOOD 

2007 OSSC 

 

 

Amend Section 2304.11.2.2 as Follows: 

 

2304.11.2.2 Wood supported by exterior foundation walls. Wood framing members, 

including wood sheathing, that rest on exterior foundation walls and are less than 8 

inches (203 mm) 6 inches (152 mm) from exposed earth shall be of naturally durable or 

preservative-treated wood. 

 

Amend Section 2305.3.9 as Follows: 
 

2305.3.9 Summing shear capacities. The shear values for shear panels of different capacities 

applied to the same side of the wall are not cumulative except as allowed in Table 2306.4.1. 

The shear values for material of the same type and capacity applied to both faces of the same 

wall are cumulative.  Where the material capacities are not equal, the allowable shear shall be 

either two times the smaller shear capacity or the capacity of the stronger side, whichever is 

greater.  

Summing shear capacities of dissimilar materials applied to opposite faces or to the same 

wall line is not allowed. 

 

Exception: For wind design, the allowable shear capacity of shear wall segments 

sheathed with a combination of wood structural panels and gypsum wallboard on 

opposite faces, fiberboard structural sheathing and gypsum wallboard on opposite faces 

or hardboard panel siding and gypsum wallboard on opposite faces shall equal the sum of 

the sheathing capacities of each face separately. 

 

 

Amend Section 2308.3.2 as follows: 

 

2308.3.2 Braced wall panel connections. Forces shall be transferred from the roofs and 

floors to braced wall panels and from the braced wall panels in upper stories to the braced 

wall panels in the story below by the following: 

1. Braced wall panel top and bottom plates shall be fastened to joists, rafters or full-

depth blocking. Braced wall panels shall be extended and fastened to roof framing 

at intervals not to exceed 50 feet (15 240 mm) between parallel braced wall lines. 

Exception: Where roof trusses are used, lateral forces shall be transferred 

from the roof diaphragm to the exterior braced wall by full height blocking 

of the ends of the trusses, or per Figure 2308.3.2(1) or Figure 2308.3.2(2) or 

by other approved methods. 

2. Bottom plate fastening to joist or blocking below shall be with not less than 3-16d 

nails at 16 inches (406 mm) o.c. 



 

2 

3. Blocking shall be nailed to the top plate below with not less than 3-8d toenails per 

block. 

4. Joists parallel to the top plates shall be nailed to the top plate with not less than 8d 

toenails at 6 inches (152 mm) o.c. 

In addition, top plate laps shall be nailed with not less than 8-16d face nails on each side 

of each break in the top plate. 

 

Insert New Figures 2308.3.2 (1) and 2308.3.2 (2) 
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Amend 2308.12.6 as follows: 

 

2308.12.6 Irregular structures. 

Conventional light-frame construction shall not be used in irregular portions of structures 

in Seismic Design Category D Or E. Such irregular portions of structures shall be 

designed to resist the forces specified in Chapter 16 to the extent such irregular features 

affect the performance of the conventional framing system. A portion of a structure shall 

be considered to be irregular where one or more of the conditions described in Items 1 

through 6 below are present. 

1. Where exterior braced wall panels are not in one plane vertically from the foundation 

to the uppermost story in which they are required, the structure shall be considered to 

be irregular [see Figure 2308.12.6(1)]. 

Exception: Floors with cantilevers or setbacks not exceeding four times the 

nominal depth of the floor joists [see Figure 2308.12.6(2)] are permitted to 

support braced wall panels provided: 

1. Floor joists are 2 inches by 10 inches (51mm by 254 mm) or larger and 

spaced not more than 16 inches (406 mm) o.c. 

2. The ratio of the back span to the cantilever is at least 2:1. 

3. Floor joists at ends of braced wall panels are doubled. 

4. A continuous rim joist is connected to the ends of cantilevered joists. The 

rim joist is permitted to be spliced using a metal tie not less than 0.058 

inch (1.47 mm) (16 galvanized gage) and 11/2 inches (38 mm) wide 

fastened with six 16d common nails on each side. The metal tie shall have 

a minimum yield of 33,000 psi (227 Mpa). 

5. Joists at setbacks or the end of cantilevered joists shall not carry gravity 

loads from more than a single story having uniform wall and roof loads, 

nor carry the reactions from headers having a span of 8 feet (2438 mm) or 

more. 

2. Where a section of floor or roof diaphragm is not positively connected to and 

laterally supported by braced wall lines on all edges with edge nailing to framing 

members or solid blocking per 2308.3.2, the structure shall be considered to be 

irregular [see Figure 2308.12.6(3)]. 

Exception: Portions of roofs or floors that do not support braced wall panels 

above are permitted to extend up to 6 feet (1829 mm) beyond a braced wall line 

[see Figure 2308.12.6(4)]. 

3. Where the end of a required braced wall panel extends more than 1 foot (305 mm) 

over an opening in the wall below, the structure shall be considered to be irregular. 

This requirement is applicable to braced wall panels offset in plane and to braced wall 
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panels offset out of plane as permitted by the exception to Item 1 above in this section 

[see Figure 2308.12.6(5)]. 

Exception: Braced wall panels are permitted to extend over an opening not more 

than 8 feet (2438 mm) in width where the header is a 4-inch by 12-inch (102 mm 

by 305 mm) or larger member. 

4. Where portions of a floor level are vertically offset such that the framing members on 

either side of the offset cannot be lapped or tied together in an approved manner, the 

structure shall be considered to be irregular [see Figure 2308.12.6(6)]. 

Exception: Framing supported directly by foundations need not be lapped or tied 

directly together. 

5. Where braced wall lines are not perpendicular to each other, the structure shall be 

considered to be irregular [see Figure 2308.12.6(7)]. 

6. Where openings in floor and roof diaphragms having a maximum dimension greater 

than 50 percent of the distance between lines of bracing or an area greater than 25 

percent of the area between orthogonal pairs of braced wall lines are present, the 

structure shall be considered to be irregular [see Figure 2308.12.6(8)]. 


