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CCTF Recommendations: 
 
 

Purple color indicates 2006 model code change from 2003 edition.  
Green color indicates BCD modifications. 

 
SECTION R703 

EXTERIOR COVERING 

R703.1 General. Exterior walls shall provide the building with a 

weather-resistant exterior wall envelope. The exterior wall envelope 

shall include flashing as described in Section R703.8. The exterior 

wall envelope shall be designed and constructed in a manner that 

prevents the accumulation of water within the wall assembly by 

providing a water-resistant barrier behind the exterior veneer as 

required by Section R703.2. and a means of draining water that enters 

the assembly to the exterior. Protection against condensation in the 

exterior wall assembly shall be provided in accordance with Chapter 

11 of this code. 

Exceptions: 

1. A weather water-resistant exterior wall envelope shall not be 

required over concrete or masonry walls designed in accordance 

with Chapter 6 and flashed according to Section R703.7 or 

R703.8. 

2. Compliance with the requirements for a means of drainage, 

and the requirements of Section R703.2 and Section R703.8, shall 

not be required for an exterior wall envelope that has been 

demonstrated to resist wind-driven rain through testing of the 

exterior wall envelope, including joints, penetrations and 

intersections with dissimilar materials, in accordance with ASTM 

E 331 under the following conditions: 

2.1. Exterior wall envelope test assemblies shall include at 

least one opening, one control joint, one wall/eave interface 

and one wall sill. All tested openings and penetrations shall be 

representative of the intended end-use configuration. 

2.2. Exterior wall envelope test assemblies shall be at least 4 

feet (1219 mm) by 8 feet (2438 mm) in size. 

2.3. Exterior wall assemblies shall be tested at a minimum 

differential pressure of 6.24 pounds per square foot (299 Pa). 
2.4. Exterior wall envelope assemblies shall be subjected to a 

minimum test exposure duration of 2 hours.  

The exterior wall envelope design shall be considered to 

resist wind-driven rain where the results of testing indicate 

that water did not penetrate: control joints in the exterior wall 

envelope; , joints at the perimeter of openings penetration; , 

and or intersections of terminations with dissimilar materials. 
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R703.8 Flashing. Approved corrosion-resistant flashing shall be 

applied shingle-fashion in such a manner to prevent entry of water 

into the wall cavity or penetration of water to the building structural 

framing components. The flashing shall extend to the surface of the 

exterior wall finish. Metal flashing meeting at or creating a joint shall 

be soldered together. Approved corrosion-resistant flashings shall be 

installed at all of the following locations: 

1. Exterior window and door openings. Flashing at exterior window 

and door openings shall extend to the surface of the exterior wall 

finish or to the water-resistive barrier for subsequent drainage. 

2. At the intersection of chimneys or other masonry construction 

with frame or stucco walls, with projecting lips on both sides under 

stucco copings. 

3. Under and at the ends of masonry, wood or metal copings and 

sills. 

4. Continuously above all projecting wood trim. 

5. Over all plant-on trim. 

5. 6. Where exterior porches, decks or stairs attach to a wall or floor 

assembly of wood-frame construction. 

6. 7.  At wall and roof intersections. 

7. 8.  At built-in gutters. 

9. Any other penetration into the building envelope. 

 


